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In 2011, President Barack Obama declares at the State of the Union address, “This 

is our generation’s Sputnik moment,” calling for United States to make improving 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education a priority.  During 

the 2016 presidential campaign, Hillary Clinton also talked about the need to spend 

federal money for STEM education.  Recently, President Trump has issued a 

memorandum to direct the Education Department to spend $200 million a year on 

grants to promote STEM education.  The rationale behind this push for STEM education 

is that there is a market for STEM jobs and they pay very well.  

 However, research shows that acquiring a specific skill set does not necessarily 

have the value in today’s world. Whereas learning how to be more creative is what will 

prepare students for life beyond the classroom.  According to a Global CEO study in 

2010,  “Creativity was selected as the most crucial factor future success.” It is no longer 

seen as just being for artists. It is a crucial skill for everybody to master.  As renowned 

educator Ken Robinson postulates,  

Creativity is the process of having original ideas that have value. There are two 

other concepts to keep in mind: imagination and innovation. Imagination is the 

root of creativity. It is the ability to bring to mind things that aren’t present to our 

senses. Creativity is putting your imagination to work. It is applied imagination. 

Innovation is putting new ideas into practice. 



And our program,  Libby Residential Academic Program at the University of Colorado 

prepares students for success through creativity by giving them the tools for 

imagination and innovation.  

If we can accept that creativity is a generative process in which new ideas and 

expressions come to fruition, then we must also stay open to opportunities and allow 

the process to take place in an academic setting.  For instance, Steve Jobs, founder of 

Apple, considers his calligraphy class a life-changing experience.  He said,  

If I had never dropped out, I would have never dropped in on this calligraphy 

class, and personal computers might not have the wonderful typography that 

they do. Of course it was impossible to connect the dots looking forward when I 

was in college. But it was very, very clear looking backwards ten years later.   

Susan Wojcicki, CEO of Youtube, and Anne Wojcicki, founders of the genomics 

company 23andMe attribute their mother Esther’s creative upbringing as the bedrock to 

their success.   When Anne was six-year old, Esther let her decorate her bedroom, from 

top to bottom, to ensure her daughters know that creativity is valued. Likewise, 

students in our program housed in the residence halls have opportunity to not only 

decorate their rooms, but transform the common spaces of the hall through art making 

co-curricular events throughout the year. Living with art and having access to classes 

and events across the artistic spectrum is the hallmark of the Libby RAP experience. 



An interviewer once asked Walter Issacson, biographer of Leonardo da Vinci,  

what surprised him most looking at Leonardo’s  7200 pages of notes.  Isaacson replied, 

His curiosity about everything.   There wasn’t anything he wasn’t curious about. 

He was curious about how the tongue of a woodpecker works. That curiosity 

helped him be creative. The Mona Lisa comes as the culmination of somebody 

who tries to understand everything that we need to know about creation.  

Albert Einstein also considers curiosity as the key to breakthrough creativity, he says, “I 

have no special talents.  I’m only passionately curious.”   

Moreover, Issacson claims that Da Vinci’s curiosity is reflected both in his art and 

science.   

If you love all sorts of different disciplines, you see patterns across creation.  The 

ability to see those patterns is where creativity comes from. It allows you to see 

outside the box. If you like seeing spiral patterns in rivers and air, you could also 

see them in curls of hair. You have a sort of feel for the marvelous underlying 

beauty of creation.… I think people who can cross disciplines will have an 

advantage when technology disrupts different jobs. It’ll be the creative people 

who will be the ones who will be flexible enough to adapt. 

Albert Einstein, for instance, enjoys playing classical music on his violin. “Life without 

playing music is inconceivable for me,” he declared. “I live my daydreams in music. I 

see my life in terms of music … I get most joy in life out of music.”  American physicist 



Richard Feynman said he regretted his underappreciation for arts in his young 

days,  but then grew to love painting and playing the bongo drums in his later life. Or 

the German writer/playwright Johann Wolfgang von Goethe who once said,  

 “As to what I have done as a poet … I take no pride in it … But that in my century I am 

the only person who knows the truth in the difficult science of colours – of that, I say, I 

am not a little proud, and here I have a consciousness of a superiority to many.”   The 

list goes on.  

For three decades, The University of Colorado at  Boulder’s Residential 

Academic Programs (RAPs) have benefitted thousands of students by blending 

curricular and co-curricular experiences with the living-learning environment of the 

residential halls. RAPs are alternate programs in which students live together in a 

residence hall, share common academic interests, participate in specially tailored small 

first-year classes, have unique access to faculty, and engage in co-curricular activities 

that reinforce the program’s academic theme.   

 In particular, the Libby RAP  is a living and learning community that unites 

several arts disciplines and core requirement options in one program offering 

curriculum where creative minds come alive.   Libby RAP was founded on a visionary 

idea: an experiential learning program that broke down the walls between the diverse 

art disciplines and brought them all together in a singular forum to foster dialogue 

between them as well as give students easy exposure to a myriad of different arts 



experiences, especially those who do not choose the arts as their major. We pioneer 

aspects of forward thinking universities  by cultivating students’ adaptive skills, 

encouraging them to explore their curiosities, and helping them develop their minds 

and find their passions through a diverse curriculum and broad spectrum of 

experiential and expressive learning activities.  

Libby RAP specifically works to ensure that our students will achieve the 

following: 

● Refined critical thinking skills that allow students to cultivate and express 

ideas; 

● An appreciation for the nurturing, transformative and communicative power 

of art; 

● High personal standards and the knowledge that excellence in art, design, 

and idea-development come from pushing for a better solution after an 

adequate one has already been found; 

● A recognition of the value of diverse points of view, experiences, and 

cultures; 

● Improved interpersonal and team-work skills; 

● An appreciation for ways of knowing that go beyond verbal expression; 

● Problem-solving skills that come from being adaptable, courageous, able to 

cope with frustration, and learn from failure as part of the creative process. 



 As the creativity RAP, we feel strongly that creative expression, regardless of the 

medium, is essential for student growth. Our focus for RC2018 is to share our successful 

creative pedagogies, and the collaborative co-curricular activities both within and 

beyond the classroom experiences.   

 We believe that Libby RAP’s  “Three Cs” (Creative Teaching/Learning, 

Curricular Diversity, and Community Support) constitute significant “added value” for 

our students’ undergraduate experience. Our mission is to foster the skills students’ 

need to become creative leaders and active and engaged citizens of tomorrow.   

 Since our concept is to develop a curriculum for an education that fosters 

creativity and creative thinking, our objectives cannot entirely be measured by 

traditional assessments and standard tests.   Our program is designed to cultivate 

personal growth, confidence, and social awareness, in addition to the standard 

measures of academic success.  We expect students to develop an enthusiasm for 

learning, and to consistently produce polished academic work.  We believe that by 

creating nimble thinkers and problem-solvers, we will produce learners who are 

innovative and imaginative.  We encourage learners, as part of their higher education 

experience, to develop their own ecologies for learning.  We want to produce high-

quality learners with high-quality outcomes so they can adapt to a changing world and 

face the challenges and ambiguities of life and perhaps multiple careers.    



 Simply put, creativity matters.  Creativity is necessary and essential in today’s 

rapidly changing world. And it is “possible in all areas of human life, as renowned 

educator Ken Robinson states, “in science, the arts, mathematics, technology, cuisine, 

teaching, politics, business, you name it.”  At Libby RAP, we immerse our students in 

learning opportunities both inside and outside the classroom designed to give students 

the tools and confidence to be imaginative and innovative in whatever academic field or 

career they pursue.   And as a greater university community, we must strive to better 

prepare our students to not fear failure or change but to be adaptive, flexible, creative 

thinkers.  Changes can indeed be made in the classroom to cultivate creativity. We can 

build new classes into already busy schedules or, professors can ask students to 

perform exercises and projects aimed at creative thinking.  Or we can start by adding 

the ARTS (“A”) into STEM, as John Maeda, former President of Rhode Island School of 

Design, postulates, to cultivate a creative, curious, and cross-disciplinary mind.  

  Lastly, It is no accident that the spirit animal for Libby RAP is the octopus, 

chosen for its intelligence, creativity, and problem-solving abilities and extreme 

adaptability.    It is the most intelligent of all invertebrates and ranks seventh among all 

animals. Its three hearts represent the three pillars of who we are:  Creativity,  Curriculum 

and Community. The nine brains here represent the divergent thinking minds among the 

rostered faculty, lectures, staff and leadership who work together collaboratively to 

achieve high standards of academic success through creativity for our students.  





 According to the report on Residential Academic Programs and Academic Success, the 

RAP participants entering as new summer/fall freshmen from 2012 through 2014 

outperformed their expected first year GPA and second fall retention rate, while non-

RAP students had lower than expected success, after statistically accounting for pre-

existing differences in academic readiness (high school grades and test scores), 

residency, college, admission date, and financial resources. The gap in GPA was 11 

points in favor of RAP students, while the gap in retention was 3 percentage points. 

In addition, RAP students outperformed non-RAP students by 4 percentage 

points in their actual vs. expected percentages with a GPA above 2.0, the cutoff point for 

academic probation in most UCB colleges.  The 6-year graduation rate for RAP 

participants was also 6 percentage points higher than that of non-RAP students, after 

statistically accounting for pre-existing differences in academic readiness, residency, 

college, admission date, and financial resources. 

Among the 11 RAPS at CU, Libby RAP ranks high in the average first year GPA 

residual (+.11) as well as the highest retention among all RAPs.  Furthermore,  Libby 

RAP has ample evidence of how the close-knit Libby faculty and staff have responded 

quickly and effectively to support students experiencing emotional distress.  These are 

the students who, in another scenario (i.e., without the support of a RAP) would likely 

have withdrawn from CU and not returned. Our interventions serve retention efforts. 



In addition, LRAP offers:   Co-Curricular Activities that provide learners with quality 

exposure to the arts and enrich the learners’ lives with events that celebrate a variety of 

cultural perspectives;   In sum, we deliver a curricular and co-curricular first-year 

experience that: 

● Helps students develop important academic skills and a sense of academic

purpose that will enable them to be successful in the first year and beyond, 

● Gives students the opportunity to form crucial social and academic connections,

contribute to community building, and participate fully in the life of the CU 

Boulder campus, and 

● Enhances student performance in GPA, retention rates, and graduation rates.



Libby Arts RAP Courses

• 1st Year Writing & Rhetoric
• Acting 1
• African Dance
• Digital Media Art
• Drawing for Non-Majors
• Film and Quest for Truth
• The History of Communication From Caves to Cyberspace
• Horror Films and American Culture
• Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
• Introduction to Film Studies
• Math in the Arts
• Music of the Rock Era
• Nutrition for Health and Performance
• Painting for Non-Majors
• Philosophy and the Sciences
• Photography for Non-Majors
• Principles of Microeconomics
• Principles of Macroeconomics
• Theatre & Society
• Women, Literature and the Arts



The Libby RAP classes are taught in the residential hall. We have 8 rostered 
faculty with have faculty offices in the building.  Plus 8 lecturers each 
semester. 





What are some of the 
ways Libby RAP students 
represent themselves?

• Memory
• Place/Home
• Culture
• Body/Image



Selections from: 
Self-portraiture

Photography for 
Non-Majors 

Libby Arts RAP
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Self-Portraits

Drawing for Non-Majors
Painting for Non-Majors



















Celebration of the Arts





 Libby RAP creates a supportive, welcoming academic environment for the first-year 

students in close collaboration with both Housing and Academic Units.  It helps 

establish a home away from home for all our residents, making sure they feel valued, 

included, and important through attentive care from faculty and staff. LRAP helps 

learners succeed in their first-year college experience by closely monitoring their 

academic progress and providing  proactive intervention when needed; builds strong 

faculty-student relationships so that residents will feel comfortable not only seeking 

academic support but also career support in terms of internships, job opportunities, and 

letters of recommendation; and seeks to inspire a sense of pride and identity for all our 

students through the years. 



Building Community through Art
Projects Designed for Non-Artists



Collaborative Murals
Great events for ice breakers, community building and opening minds.



An ideal project allows all students to contribute their own creative 
ideas but has a unifying structure, theme, and design parameters.



Project Design Considerations:

Surface and Location: wall, canvas or other such as 
benches.

Scope: How long will the students be working? How 
many students do you expect?

Theme:  What is your mural about? What will the 
finished piece look like?

Project Needs: materials, design plan, preparatory 
work.



 Check for Institutional Policies and Protocols

Our university’s
rules and procedures



Realized Murals
For ideas and inspiration



“Unless we live with art we cannot understand it.”
Katherine S. Dreier



You can convince even a reluctant participant to 
“just paint a letter.”

Prepare the canvas in advance with a background color and text laid out.  
Let students create whatever they like as long as the assigned letter is used.



Palimpsest Project
Most everyone can be encouraged to at least paint their own name.  
Doing just that, they often discover they can and enjoy doing more.





Zeitgeist Project



Set simple rules for design unity and 
to give students creative structure.

Zeitgeist Murals

Each student chose word to 
paint which expressed 
themes in current culture

They had to paint a 
background color, then their 
word, then a new 
background color allowing 
the first color to still show





We painted outside on 2 canvases we later 
hung indoors.

Canvases were narrow enough so students 
and faculty could paint on both top and 
bottom and easily reach the center to allow 
for maximum participation.

Sustained interaction as we painted yielded 
wonderful discussions and interactions 
among strangers and across generations.





Memorial Tribute

As part of a memorial for a student 
killed we included the painting of 2 
small murals.

Again we started by having students 
paint a word that expressed a 
memory of Sam. From that simple 
start, they could find additional 
ways to express themselves.    
Photos and other memorabilia were 
also incorporated as students let the 
project grow organically.  



Flatiron Theater Project



Keep the basic outline simple.
Allow students room for their own creative expression and interpretation. 



Set simple rules for design unity.



Started with one blue line.
Followed in free form with other blue related colors.

Tip: use a mix of dark and light colors.





Each idea connects with the next, each with its own small set of design 
rules to improvise on.





Limit colors by area for unity.





Repeat an element.
Handprints, trees, swirls!



Try a single theme.
Denver and Boulder





Beatles Theme Mural
Select a broad theme as a starting point,

then allow students to generate their own ideas
based on that. Diverse ideas unite to form a 

cohesive statement. Everyone’s ideas make a contribution
and students are invested and connected to their residence.



Octopus’s Garden.  The overall structure of a tree under water was laid out in advance with a blue water 
background pre-painted.  Students then filled in the details and added any visual element that expressed their 
major, favorite class or completed the over all image.  Completed in just 3 hours.  Students feel connected to each 
other and the hall through participation, creative contributions and collaborations. 





Fox Theater
Mural

Impacting local community 
to create community.

Students submitted designs.

We chose 6 of their ideas and 
combined them across the wall.

Mural completed in one afternoon.





Call for Entry for Fox Mural:

Deadline for submission is: Friday, March 21 via email to libbyrap@colorado.edu  

Requirements: 

* Design or concept should be able to be executed in one day with a team of about 35 people working a few hours each. 

* Design cannot contain any kind of advertising. 

*We are representing the University and RAP in a public forum. The design or concept does not have to reference either,  

but is a service gift to the city and community. The content and manner in which the job is completed has to be respectable and enhance the space. 

*Design or concept must be original, creative work, not a copy of another artist's work. Check TeachingCopyright.org to make sure you have not  

plagiarized any other artist's work. Show Tyler or Michael any source material. 

* Artist must be present for painting, and must be able to do any necessary preparations for the event before Saturday, April 19.  

This may include: “pre-drawing” on the wall, creating stencils, choosing paint, etc. 

*The artist(s) of the selected concepts or designs must be willing to revise the design after selection based on the needs and parameters of the project. 

Suggestions for design or concept: 

Heavy use of flat color (forms that are not shaded by gradually darkening color.) 

Design or concept that encourages the painters to be somewhat creative themselves. A design that leaves room for individual interpretation and creativity. 

Strong graphic elements that express the theme and unify the work of all the participants. Ways to do this include but are not limited to: a limited color palette; bold contrast; an 
over all progression or change that occurs in shape, color, scale, rhythm; geometrically or organized elements, etc. 

Make an appointment with Michael or Tyler before you submit your idea so that they can give you constructive feedback and help with idea development.  

Or, attend Tyler's help session on Monday, March 17, 5:45 pm, in the Libby RAP Basement Studio. 



Tip: paint a background color over the entire surface before 
students begin work. That way the mural will look finished if time 
runs out and students don’t cover the entire surface. It helps unify 

the piece and saves time painting around individual things.



With the orange background, work could stop at anytime and still feel finished.



Ukrainian Egg Decorating
Faculty can share a craft, hobby or even a favorite game.





Spray Paint
Feature student artists and talent to create new programs





Cupcake Challenge
Film “Stonewall Uprising” - Drag Queen Cupcakes

Decorating the cupcakes after seeing the film facilitated a discussion of the film
 and attracted a much wider audience.







Using the Written Word
Above LRAP Students in NYC.    Preparations for the trip included writing poems to investigate in 
advance what to visit and why. Writing poems rather than short reports engaged both creativity and 
required deeper thought about the art they were ch0sing to encounter in person on the trip.



NYC Clerihews

Sarah-Rose Di Giovanni 

Georgia O’Keefe 
Paints flower and leaf.  
Though some may think her work is naughty, 
Comparing and changing flowers to body. 

Savannah Nichols 

Andy Warhol 
Creates to enthrall 
Popularized soup cans 
With his own two hands



NYC Haiku

Renee Masukawa
(written about Emmanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware) 

The sky is calming
Pride rings from within
War can only bring pain

Maximilian Maria Van Doorn
Overlook

Two walls diverged in
a bar unopened. For me
two walls and chances



NYC Limericks
Avery Butcher 

Green and White 
Both take flight 
One soars high in a bubble 
The other on a broom followed by trouble 
Wicked shows a person’s dark and light 

Savannah Nichols 

Les Demoiselles is an abstract piece 
Broken with lines that mimmic a crease 
Portraying girls nude 
Which is rather quite crude 
Unless pictured alongside the streets 

Renee Masukawa 

Immigrant history, bodegas, and street art 
The man selling hot dogs from his cart.  
Hipster yet grunge 
It’s perfect for the young. 
This town has captured my heart.



Storytelling with Adam Gottlieb

“The most important impact I gained from this event was the ability to share my own, spontaneous 
story.  From breaking out of my secluded comfort zone, I learned my own abilities: to captivate, 
entertain, inspire others from my OWN spoken word.”  Kit-Kat Carlson  

“I was absolutely amazed. Honestly when I first heard about this workshop I assumed it to be a boring 
lecture that doesn’t have a huge impact on me.  However this workshop made me think about many 
factors starting with bravery.  I’ve never been an active person who shares my thoughts in class. After 
seeing students around my age sharing their thoughts confidently I felt ashamed of myself. I was 
jealous of their talent and it made me feel like I had to be brave myself.  Another factor that put me in 
awe is the beauty of sharing.  All the stories and music shared by the students put me in shock...It made 
me realize how powerless I was and wanting to do more for my community and the world.”  Jenni Mun



Comments about how the Gottlieb event created a 
sense of community

 “This small group experience was very personable and evoked a sense of family, belonging and acceptance.” Kit-Kat Carlson 

“There was so much love and positive vibes around, it was so fun to be a part of..amazing to see a different side of people!” 
Kristen Clark  

 “With every person that had gone up to present, I felt more connected to each and everyone there.” Anthony Shoup 

“I learned that other people are living their lives too, I’m not the only person going through this by myself.” Jenna Coffrey. 

“This experience with Adam helped me to appreciate art better and helped me to realize how talented all the people around me 
are.”  Jenna Coffrey
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